Dear fellow kid—
If you ever wanted to write a book about the
person you know best, here’s your chance. Fill in
the blanks in this book and bam!—instant classic
on your family’s bookshelf. (Hint: Write at least
a couple nice things about your parents. They
might raise your allowance.)
But this book’s not just for writing. It’s also
for drawing. That’s why it’s called an art-obiography instead of a plain old autobiography.
My name is Aldo Zelnick, by the way, and
I make art-o-biographies too. (Check ‘em out
sometime. People tell me they’re funny.)
So what are you waiting for? You’ve got a
whole book to create!

p.s. Ask a grown-up to take a picture of you
holding your finished art-o-biography and post it
on the Aldo Zelnick Facebook page!
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game.
I’m Aldo’s neighbor and a retired Eng
lish teacher.
I’ve embellished this book with writing
pointers—
nay, encouragement!—for you are now
an author.
Write well and often.

w in
a
r
D
!
Hey details!
som e

Oh, and one more thing...

How To Coolify Your Cover

This is your art-o-biography, so it has
to have your face on the front, right?!
Write your name big and bodacious
here, and draw or paste a photo of
yourself here. Then fill up the rest
of the cover, front and back, with stuff you love.
Tape or glue pictures, keepsakes, candy wrappers,
stickers—anything that helps tell the story of you.
Don’t forget to doodle! You can even decorate the
boring white inside covers however you want.
Like Goosy says, just be creative and have fun with it!
4

I was born on the

day of the month of

in the year
That makes me

years old now.

When I was born, I was
and weighed
I’m

pounds and
feet,

.
inches long
ounces. Now

inches tall and weigh about

pounds. As you can see, I’ve got a remarkable
talent for growing.
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My hair color is

.

It’s more or less the color of

.

(I yanked a
couple pieces
of hair from
my head and
taped them here
to prove it.)

First of all, I’m sorry.

Second of all, I’m going to write down some stuff
so you won’t feel so left out.

My hair is (circle all that apply):

straight

wavy

curly

long

My eyes are

People say I’m

short

medium

Specify!
The more det
ailed and
specific your
words, the be
tter
your readers
can imagine
yo
ur story.
For example,
if your eyes
ar
e blue,
maybe they’re
the color of
faded
blue jeans!

There. Now you
have a description of
me in case I decide to
run away and you are
heartbroken (which you naturally
would be) and want help finding me.

(BTW, if I were going to run away, here’s where I’d
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and
.

Inside of me, I know I’m

and

. They’re the color of
.

go:

F o r T hos e O f Y o u
W ho ’ v e N e v e r H ad
th e P r i v il e g e of
M e e ting M e . . .

. Just so you know.)

.
Here’s a short, true story about me that lets you
know what I’m like. One day:

.
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Ransom - not e N am e

I cut out letters from a magazine and pasted them
here so you can see what my first, middle, and last
names would look like in a ransom note.

Y o u r F ace
Now, look in a mirror and, as you make
each expression , draw how it looks!
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mega-happy

uber-sad

begging/pleading

really. really. bored.
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