COUCH MONEY

)ac\( ar\c\ | are S\us\n'\e a{'\c\onac‘os.* A\mosT
every (\ay c\ur\ns ‘t\r\e summmey, we \o‘l\<e Yo ﬂ\e
conven\ence store c\own ﬂ\e Street {or a \'rﬁ\e.

{\rozen re{ res‘r\men‘t.
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/ ALL IN ALL, THIS SLUSHIE 1S
Col ABOUT A 7. OUT OF 10

My mom and dad give me an allowance
on \:ﬁAays, and ‘l"\"S enoug\n Yo \ouy sma\\ S\us\r\\es
throughout the week—but barely. If | want to get
some c‘n\Ps or canc\y, too, | come up short in just a
few days. So | have to augment* my income with
couch money.
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Couc‘n money IlS money ﬂ\crt {a\\s out o{
Srown—uPs’ Poc\(e‘rs and gets lost in {umﬁu\re

cushions. s uS\m\\y coins, but once in a while it's

a dollar bill.

To find couch money, you stick your arms
AeeP down into the slots near the arms and backs
o{ c‘xa'urs and couc\\es, 't\\en you Pu\\ out w‘nocteVe\r
you can feel. In my house, lots of times it's
*rms\\—cam\y wrappers, ‘rmc\\ng card \Do.c\«xses,
sticky straws. Where does all that stuff come

{rom , anyway?




Usua\\y | find @ coin or two in a chair, and
may\;e five or six in a couch. When | have enoug‘n
money for a Slushie, 'm done couc‘n—c\\v'\ng {or the
Aay. But ﬂ\e nex™ Aay, \ \\ave. Yo {-\m\ a new sPo-t
to Try. Junk drawers are 300(\. The car can be a
goldmine. And this week, while Timothy is still
gone, the floor in his voom has \OTS o{ Po‘ten‘t\a\.

*
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This afternoon Jack and | went 1o buy
Slushies, and when we got to the convenience

stTore, some S'ur\s wevre 'm 't\\e. S\us\\\e \'me a\neaé

of us.

\/\VHAT DO YOV KNOW... .
Now THAT M PAYING ATTENTION

THEY DONT REALLY AL LOOK. THE SAME-..
\WEIRD.

“DO you \(V\OW O.V\y O{ -\"\OSQ SIIY\S?” W‘\IISPQ.YQA

Jack.

“\’ve Seen ‘t\\e one W'rt‘n \)\ac\ds‘n \\a'ur om(\ a
P'm\< S‘\'YllPe \m{ore,” \ w\n\sPe\rec\ back. Guess | didn+
sPeo.\< c\u'le:t\y er\oug‘n. P'm\<—3‘tr'|\>e SllY\ \oo\<e<\ \)o.c\<

omA gave me ‘t‘ne ev't\ eye.
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A{Te\r Wwe got our S\us‘n\es, Wwe put 't‘nem n
't‘ne water \ooT't\e \\o\t\e\rs on our \)'l\(QS-——\DOy, ‘t\nose
sure come In ‘nanAy——omA rode up and down ’r‘ne
streets of our ne\g\n\oor‘nooé. We were \oo\<'m3 for
jl\r\s with ved hair. Weve never looked {or S\V\s
before. Sheesh. t was aPPa\\\nS.*

We saw S\V\s P\aylmg Mopsuﬂc\n, S\V\s
\runn\ng ”r\mrous\\ sPr\n\<\e\rs, S'nr\s se\\lmg lemonade,
even one Sir\ c\\m\o\ng ‘n\gh n a Tree—\ouﬁ no S\V\s

W'ﬁ\\ red ha'nr.

“Where else can we Spy on Slw\s?” | asked
)ac\(.

“\/\/‘nen we 30 swltmm'mg, ﬂ\ere avre a\ways

5'|\r\s ot the Poo\,” he sald.
“There are?” | said. “OK, let's 90 sw\mm'mg.”

So 't\\o:t‘s w‘ne\re we:\re SO““S next, a{'ter we
re\ax n T‘\e {or‘t {or a {ew minutes om(\ {'m'ls‘n our
Slushies. When | go home o put on my swim

Trunks, \‘ “ S‘ﬁc\< ‘t\\e s\<e‘tc¥\\>oo\< \)ac\< uY\AeY my \)Q(\,

W‘\eve l'\'“ \JQ sa{e.
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