VWHAT? HAVE You
NEVER SEEN A JACKALOPE
JUGGLE BEFORE?

DoN'T FORGET
TO WATCH FOR *.
THAT'S THE SIGNAL
FOR. YoU To CHECK

THE VWoRrD GALLERY
AT THE BACK OF THE
BOOK. TO SEE WHAT
THE WORD MEANS.

SPRING FEVER

UM, | THINK |
MIGHT NEED TO
GET MY HEARING

CHECKED.

This mom‘mg, | sawd that. | mean, | ac‘\‘ua“y

\neard my own VO‘ICQ speak "t\wose. exact WOYAS. Me..

Aldo Zelnick.

\n case you dont know, | pretty much hate
OUTSIDE, with oll i+s FRESH AR and P\\)/S‘ICQ\

o.c‘\"lv‘r\'y omcl \ack o{ CUS\'\‘IDY\)/ P\aces To S‘l"\' Aown.

chﬁ was | ‘T‘ur\\qr\g7
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s « So:turclay n e.our\y £\ _
March, and | was ‘ta\\dng to Lo 3"
my best {riend, Jack. We were & Ca =,
n our {OYT, which is n my &~ - %LI

\)eémom c\ose‘\' {or "\‘L\e w}h‘tev,

PaRTY in THE
FORT! Alpo
WILL NEVER

EVEN KNow we

WERE HERE...

\)e.c;ause. ‘I"T$S Too co\é L\eve }n

Co\ova&o {or ouyr ou"\'s'u!e.

{ort underneath o \)‘13 pine 8

tree 1N our ne'lgh\)ov‘nood.

S | Q
Our c\ose,‘t— TC&OS%:N% -~ ?\A :
Wl &

{or‘\' ‘13 OK \ mean, /C

e

s better ‘tkan no

{or‘t at a“, \)ecause %or‘ts ave wkere \(lc\ \)us‘mess
\\apper\s. For e.xarnp\e‘. )ac\( cma \ km\ spent ‘t‘ne
whole morning In the c\ose:t—{or‘t wo:tckmg a super-
ancient movie ca“e.c\ Rafclers of T/we lost Ar/( on my

mom‘s \aP‘toP. Anyways...

“Dude, you ]us*t said you want Yo go
QUTSIDE,” marveled Jack.

“I know. | must be hcw‘mg o brain attack or
some"tkmg. Let's 9o {mé my mom. She ll put her

"tkevmome‘tev-ham! on my he.cul To see l{ \$m Ay‘mg.”

We rushed downstairs 1o the kitchen, where
Mom was ma\<‘m3 bird )ewe\vy* and Dad was

s*ﬁw}ng o kettle o{ some:t\{mg vred and c‘(\un\(y.

Too BAD YOU AND
JACK ARENT GIRLS...

“Wheat's happerin, {ellast” Dad asked. “Pull

up @ S‘\'OO\ cmd ‘hry my ‘IYYQS‘IS'\"I\)\E ]amha\aya.*”

“\ Acm“t ‘\'\ur\\(\ can e.o:t,” \ Sa‘la. “Some‘\'\\‘mg‘s

wrong with me. Seell | 'JuS't said | cant eatl

On cue, Mom Pa\mec\ my {orekecu!. “\(ou c\or\“t

hoave a {eve.\r,” she {rowne&. “Do you {e.e.\ sick?”

:1

“\ {ee\...]'rt‘te.r)/.*’

L... ONLY
T MAKE Us TP

“Jittery?”

“Yeah! Lke my arms and \ess

have ]ump}ng beans* inside them.



“A\ 0,” Sa‘l(l Da&, Pu‘\“ﬁhg \\IS L\cmcls on my
shoulders and \)Qh(hhg down 1o look me s*tm}g\n"r n

"\‘\12 e.ye.\>a“s. =

BRACE YOURSELF-
You HAVE A
SERIOUS CASE OF--

SPRING FEVER-

“Spr'mg {e.ve.r means your \)oc\y knows that

spr'mg s almost heve, said Mom with an amazed
S\r‘m. “Youv arms cmc\ \ESS want 1o 30 OU_\-S\DE,
w‘\e\re ‘\'L\ey can move qvoun&‘. \ neveyr "\'\\oug\ﬂ‘ \’A

See ‘tkls Aay.”

“\NQ‘IY(L” | sald. “\Ne\P, See ya \o:te.r, )ac\<.

\‘m gonna 9o "tcd(e. a nap. See 1{ \ can s\eep OH 1‘\\‘13

2]

* * ¥
SPVI“S‘{ evey SIC‘(V\QSS -

14

But ]a.c\( waan‘ PQY"“S attention to me.
Instead, he was s#anéing at the window, \oo\dng
nto my Lac\( yar&. “Ws sunny, cmcl a\mos*\' o.“ ‘\"ne
SNoW 1S me\‘teA,” \we. hcﬁ"lceé. “\_e:t’s 9o c‘neck out our

fort! Our real fort”

“Ta\(e. H‘ eas ,” \ So:lcl. “\n S}‘tua.‘ﬁOﬂS \“(e. T\Y\}S,
Y

»

the 1mpor*tom*t "t‘;{ms s not to overreact...

But Mom was a\reac\y t\an&ng me my \)ocﬁs.
“Wear "\‘\\ese. \‘t‘s mucuy out ‘t\'\ere,,” Ske SCL‘IA.

“ H ave {UY\\.”

So on ‘t\v{ls spr}ng-{e\/er Jay, )ack omA my
c\og, Max, an& \ ‘h’uc\gec\ c\own ‘tt\e AY‘IVEWQY, across
"the. streed, and "t\wougk "t\we sogqgy grass {'19.\4 To "t\we
qiant Colorado Blue Spruce tree where we have
our fort. The s\(y was Smurf-blue, and | could hear
veal birds -tw'rt-te.r‘mg, but kexe and ‘t\\ere \‘rﬁ\e \)\o\)s
0{ uhme\‘teé snow re.m‘mcle.A us ‘r\wo:\' winter wasr{"t

100% gone.

VVE MELT, WE
EVAPORATE,
WE PRECIPITATE
AGAIN. TS THE

CIRCLE OF ICE.
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Qur {ee:t Sc\u}skeé across "t\\e, wet, Brown
3rass as we gcﬁ c\ose 1o our {or‘t Tree. Bu‘t
\)e:twe.e.n us cmA ouyr {or‘t was 't\we, A}‘tc\n.

In the summer, it's ]uS‘t a lttle grassy U

that we run ‘tkmugk without even

"\'t\‘lr\\(‘mg a\)o ut ‘1“\‘.

L | S T

Bu‘t ‘to&ay 'tke. A‘l'tc\\ Was muAAy.

\_JLQL mucuy. (Ony \ COULDNT

TELL HOW ruoDY--

AnA oopSs, \ ‘:\CLJY(T Pu‘\' on my Loo‘ts m(e. Mom as\«.A
me To. \ was s*ﬁ“ we.aﬁhg my \\o\ey s\noe.s. W\‘\IC\‘\,

as h‘ Turns out, arenT ‘t‘ne. Sre.o:teS"\‘ ‘m muA...

We S\.IP-S\.IAQ.A Aown To "tke \)O"\“\'Oh‘\ o{ "\'\ne,
c\'ﬁct\, c\am\)ered up 't\\e. {cur S‘IC\E, and were a\mosf
A‘r\'ck-{vee W\wen SCH\.OOOP...my {ocﬁ san\( nto
'tke. muc\<. Ac‘tua“y, my w\xo\e ﬁg\ﬁ \e.g A‘lsappearea,
a\mosT up To my \(ﬂe.e.. No 1):3 Jeal, \ ‘t‘noug\ﬁ. [,”

jusT Pu” It out.

So | Pus\\eé against the SmunA with my lef+
\eg, "tvy}ng To Tug my ﬁg\ﬂ \eg {mm "t\\e mmHy
"hrcLP. + AIAY{"T \DU(!SQ. \ Pu“ecl aga‘m, "\‘NS tfime
grtting my teeth and sdueezing my eyes shut and
as\(}ng every ]ump'mg-\nan musc\e n my \DOAY To
use Its spv‘mg-{e\/ev energy To {re.e. me {vom ‘t‘ne.
aLyss o{ Aoom, W\nlck was a\;ou‘\' To suc\< n my

whole body and bury me alive.
When that didnt work either, | sorta panicked.
“Help mel” | cried. £ STUCK:
“Jack, help mel My leg

Is ‘trappeé n qu}c\(mud".

How IT FEELS TO B

m—

TAKE YOUR TIME,
auvs. s NOT LIKE
| MIGHT GO EXTINGT
OR ANYTHINGH

\ c:cu‘\“\' rnove,\. \ car\“\' \)\reo:\'\\e.".

\ c:cu‘\“\' \‘IVE.‘. C;a“ q“".”

Jack came YUnNIng  ; ew
over. In sttuations like r
"\'kls, ‘t\we. ‘lmpoﬁ'am‘ "\‘kmg
1s not o ovevreac‘t:, L\e \
SQ‘IA, Tapp}hg kls Po'm‘te.r
{'mgev on his chin. “This
looks like o SC\W‘IS"\‘-G\QSLAY\(“\Q‘I"T” (or some:tkmg like
"\'ha‘\') “se.A‘lmem'ary {ovmo:ﬁon, so Wko:t we Proka\)\y

ne.e.c! Yo Ao '13...”

Vi



\{ you have a choice, don+t P}c\( o vock hound

To save you wke.h you ave s*tuc\( 1n ‘t\we. e.o.r"\“n‘s crust.
“)uS"\‘ SYCL\D me OJ\A Pu“\.” \ ye,“e,é

So Jack stood behind me, put his arms around
my wa}s*\', SVQ\)\DQA my \oe\"\‘ \OOPS, ancl Pu“e.c! Wl"\'k
all ‘nls scrawny m‘lg\vﬂ. And w\no:t do you know...
)ac\(ys 5*‘\ S\ro.cle. musc\es musT \)e. com}hg n or
Sorne.‘fkmg, because my \e.g started to S\‘IC\Q {rom s
muddy tomb...and then, Pop! It suctioned out, like a

cartoon cor\< out o{ a cartoon \)0‘\"\'\&.

'\ FREFEEEEEEEEEEEE)

"@z : . ‘“ i —---

Ané a Bunc\\ 0{ muA omA roc\<s cmA grossness
came wr\'\w ]ac\( omc! me, a“ 0{ us S\‘l(l‘lf\g Aown to

the bottom of the ditch n o slithery mess.
“\Ne ma-(!ﬁ a muAS\‘lAQ\-” SO:I(! ]Ua.c‘(. “C)DO\\.”

“Ugm\\\. \(ou gave me a monster WP.AS‘IQ.-”

“\N\noo., \00\( at "\'L\e.se. Yoc\(s\.” ]o.c\( L\a\)\)eveé
on. Check out this onel” And he hoisted a rock the
Size o{ o \DIS \oa{ 0{ \)Yeacl.

“Yup. That's a \)'13 vock all r‘lgk‘t.” | said.
“Ar\d now ‘t‘na‘t my SPY‘W\S {e.ve.r '13 cu\re.c\, \‘rn re.culy

To 30 \)ack ‘ms‘lc\e.”

So we WCL“(EC\ \)0&:\( To my ‘nOuSe,, )ac\(
ccwry'mg the vock and ]au)er'mg* the whole

fime a\)ou‘t SQO\HNG Pa\eon‘to\og'lca\ \)\ak,
blah, blah. Mom mustve seen
us com'mg, because she van

outside screaming, “Gaht

S‘top Y S\ﬂ theve!”

1
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She made us strip down to our undies n
"\'\we. cD\A garage Uarrri' a.nA em\yarvass}ng\), "\'\\en s‘ne,
sent ]o.c\( To ‘t\we. Paren‘t La‘\‘\nroom omcl me to my

\)a‘tkroom To Se‘\' c\e.cm.

V'm not a \3'13 \\yg'lene quy; but

Dupe. |
HAVE NEWS.

| gotta admt, that hot shower {elt

pretty 300&.
Afrerwards, Jack and | met

back up In my bedroom. He

was wearing my moms robe,

and his eyes were as round as

c\ucur‘ters. He \00\(&(:\ “\(e a re.a“y

SUYPY‘ISEC\, re.a“y s\dnny jaguar*

AY\A \\e. was ko\d‘mg 't\\e. YOC\(

he d \ugge& home, on\y now

it was clean. And weird-

\OD‘(‘IY\S.

“\ Lvous\\‘t "\‘he Yoc‘( nto ‘t\\e
skowex W‘l"\'k me,” ke. W\\'lspexe.c\.
“AnA it ‘ISY{"T a coo\ vocL: o.{"\'e.r
a“. Ws a coo\ {Ei}\. AnA ‘r\"s not
just & cool fossil..) think it

m‘lgk‘t \)9....:1 A‘mosau\r \Jone..”

“Nuh-uh, | Sc;oﬁe.cl. “Dinosaurs didn+t live in
our ne'lg\n\)or\\ooéf’

"Yes, uh-huhl said ]cu;\(. “Dinosaur Jioss}\s

L\CLVQ \DQQY\ A‘ISCOVQYQ(! CL“ ovey CO\DYCL(!O\.”

“Re.a.“y?” TL\OJ‘\:S W\'\QV\ an ‘IAQQ ‘)umPS"\'av‘teA*
my \)Yq‘m. “Hey\. Are. A‘mosaur \)cme.s wor"\"n

so’me‘\‘kmg?

“Dinosaur {oss‘l\s ave Pr'lc:e.\ess\.” eried ]ac\<.
c‘—\-\\ey‘re 3\'1rnpse.s o our P\ane:t‘s Pasf". Treasures

{rom CLY\C‘IQY\'\' \\}S‘tor)/\.”

“Ncﬁ ‘t‘no:t \(lr\c\ 0{ ‘WOY‘\"\ some‘t\\‘mg“. \ mean,

\\OW muc\\ cou\c\ we Se‘\' ior ‘\'ko:\' \)or\e on e.Bay?”

“OW said Jack, his mouth a cave of surprise.

"} dont know. There are a bunch o{ laws about
WL\O %OSS‘I\S \)E\ong 1o cmc\ Wke‘t\\er or not you can
\(eep thermn... |t Jepends on who owns the land where

"\“\e {OSS‘I\S avre {OUY\A..?

E13

Te.“ ya w\\o:\',” \ sa]A. “\.e:\"s \(e.ep ‘tkls \oone—
roc\( o Secret uh"\"l\ we {‘ISUYQ out {or sure wko:t 'rt
‘IS. OK? \$“ 90 Se:t my mom‘s \aP"\'oP SO you can clo

Some Yo C‘(—-\'\OUY\A YQ.SQ.CLYC‘\. . .”

0
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But ‘)uS"\‘ then we heard my brother, —\—'lmoﬂ\y,
‘JOunc}hS* down the ‘na“way, toward my room. Real

c\u}c\(\ s*tas‘ne.é "t\we. {OSS‘I\ ‘IY\S‘IAQ my moum‘a‘m o{ a

A‘IY"\')/ c\o*t\nes Pi\e..

C'Mon You
GUYS. DINNER.

BUT PUT ON SOME
REAL CLOTHES FIRST,
woulbja? Geez.

By the time we f{inished eating (| thouglt the
]am\)a\aya was yumho, \)u‘t ]ac\( sa‘lA \sz not \re.ac\y
to eat {ood with move than 3 Hngred‘lerﬁs yet, so
L\e La& a Peanu‘t—\)u‘t‘ter sanéw'lcm, ]cu:\<‘s mom was
there o P}c\( him up. So the secret {oss'l\ is still
wrapped like & mummy inside my used underwear,
where i1l be nice and sa{e until
)ac\( comes \)QC\( Tomorrow u.hc! '
we can {‘ISUYQ. out ]us*\' \\ow

Y.IC‘\ WP:YG. SOY\Y\CL \)e..



